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Safeguarding and improving your earned rights and benefits.  

FROM THE PRESIDENTõS 
DESK 

 
President John Burton  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Committee Meetings Open to All  
 
Reminder: The Executive Committee meets the 
First Thursday of each month, at 2 PM.  The loca-
tion is the Public Library on Venice Island.  All 
members of the Chapter are welcome to attend 
these meetings.  
 
I mention the above because I am going to explain 
some of the details of what we do at these meet-
ings. 
 
Money:  We take in some money from a variety of 
sources, and we spend most of what we take in.   
 
Income sources include 

¶ Annual dues 

¶ Advertising income  

¶ Alzheimerõs Fund donations 

50/50 at monthly luncheon  

 
Expenses include 

¶ The Newsletter ($5 per person per year)  

¶ Speakerõs meal at monthly luncheon 

¶ Postage 

¶ NARFE Florida Federation Tax 

¶ Expenses associated with Annual Christmas 
Party 

¶ Annual Picnic 

¶ Limited expenses for officers that attend the 

Florida Federation convention and/or the NARFE 
national convention.  (We have a chapter policy 
governing such expenses that is available for your 
review upon request.)  

Alzheimerõs Fund (from Alzheimerõs Fund dona-
tions)  

 
Legislative Concerns :  
 
We discuss how best to apply our lobbying efforts.  
Generally, we help the membership communicate 
with their nationally elected officials regarding is-
sues of interest to NARFE members as Federal retir-
ees. 
 
Membership Issues:  
 
As a Florida chapter, we have many members who 
are with us only part of the year.  A significant por-
tion of these members may even make address 
changes as they change their Florida residence 
from time to time.  Moreover, we hope to maintain 
an address for such members at their northern resi-
dences.  If you are such a member, you can use the 
form supplied in the monthly newsletter to keep us 
up to date on how to mail you the newsletter.  
- We can keep you up to date more currently if you 
supply us with a current e -mail address.  The easi-
est way to do this is send me a short note to john-
burton@comcast.net 
 

Service to Members  

The Service Officer is an appointed officer on the 

Executive Committee.  Paul Caron is this Chapterõs 

Service Officer.  Whether it be the death of a 

spouse, interest in long -term care insurance, or 

just some problem that you cannot handle, if you 

let Paul know of the concern, he will do whatever 

he can to help.  NARFE supplies tools to help with a 

transition of benefits and other such issues.  

mailto:johnburton@comcast.net
mailto:johnburton@comcast.net
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CHAPTER OFFICERS:  

 

Chapter Elected Officers 

 

President, John Burton                                            525-4264 

 Email:  johnburton@comcast.net 

1st Vice-President, Bill Leatham                            480-9382 

 Email:  secretary@narfefl.net 

2nd Vice-President, Jean Marie Burton          412-8543 

 Email:  johnburton@comcast.net 

Secretary, Carolyn Bach                         445-4536  

 Email:  carolyn.bach@comcast.net 

Treasurer, Elizabeth Banta                                      493-0854 

 Email:  lizbanta@aol.com 
 

Appointed Officers 

 

Alzheimerôs, Lou Spataro                                       484-1441 

  Email:  louspataro@yahoo.com                                                      

Chaplain, Linda Braswell            

Historian, Don Jahnke           486-0970 

 Email:  drjahnke@comcast.net 

Legislative Officer, VACANT 

Membership, Bette Gore                       497-4479 

 Email:  bettegore@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor, Carolyn Bach               445-4536 

              Email:  news@narfe717.org          

Public Relations, Dorothy Behm           493-3998 

 Email:  fastdottieb1@yahoo.com 

Recruitment and Retention, Don Jahnke           486-0970        

 Email: drjahnke@comcast.net 

Senior Advisors, 

   Roy Reichelt              408-8822 

  Email:  rreichelt@aol.com 

   Lou Spataro             484-1441 

 Email:  louspataro@yahoo.com 

   Steve Shoub             473-7395 

 Email:  sshoub@verizon.net  

Service Officer, Paul Caron           475-9435 

 Email:  dd-970@verizon.net 

Sunshine, Lillian Karmel                                         475-1340 

 Email:  charlil@verizon.net 

Tel.  Meal Coordinator, Maria Petrola            244-0915                                 

 Email:  mariadeh@comcast.net 

 Ways and Means, VACANT 

NARFE Net Coordinator, Bill Leatham                  480-9382

 Email:  secretary@narfefl.net 

Webmaster, Nancy Marik                    485-5458 

  Email:  webmaster@narfe717.org 

 

 

WEB ADDRESSES: 

Chapter ï www.narfe717.org 

Florida Federation ï www.narfefl.net/ 

National ï www.narfe.org 

WWW.HORIZONBAY.COM 

Phone: (941) 488-7737 

Ewing 
      FUNERAL HOME 

  
GEORGE B. KALBFLEISH            140 E. Venice Ave        

Licensed Funeral Director                 Venice, FL 34285 

 
 

www.villageontheisle.com 

mailto:SECRETARY@NARFEFL.NET
mailto:SECRETARY@NARFEFL.NET
http://www.horizonbay.com/
http://www.villageontheisle.com/
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We learned that Lillian LaBonte and Janet 
Buckley are having bouts of health issues.  They 

will remain on our Sunshine list as we continue to 
keep in touch with them. 

Then, following knee surgery after a fall, Bill   
Peterson is healing at home along with needed 

physical therapy. 

Our best wishes on behalf of our 
Chapter for their full recovery and 
freedom from pain were sent to 
each of these valued members. 

 
Please call me, Lillian Karmel, at 941-475-1340 or 

email me at charlil@verizon.net with any news 
concerning ailing members. 
 

 

Announcing! 
 

For NARFE Members & Spouses Only 
 

Exclusive Prices On Premium Hearing Aids 
 
 

941-244-2922 
Limited time offer Call for appointment now! 

 

        Hearing Clinic of Venice Inc .ò                    
Dr. Richard Tibbils, Au.D.  

 
 

SUNSHINE 
REPORT 

 

by 
Lillian Karmel 

 

Support our Advertisers! 
 

We extend our continued appreciation to our sponsors.   
NARFE Chapter 717 members are encouraged to con-
sider their services for themselves, family and friends.  
Or, investigate possible volunteer opportunities within 
these organizations.   

Sponsoring New Members 
 
The Chapter is still offering a free Chapter luncheon to any 
member who sponsors a new member.  The conditions are 
that the sponsored person join the Chapter and pay the 
dues. 

APRIL  AUCTION  RETURNS! 
 

The spring Auction will be held at 
our regular NARFE meeting at 
Pelican Pointe Golf & Country 
Club on April 15, 2010.   
 
Please  bring your treasures on the DAY of the 
meeting at 11:00 a.m.  While awaiting the meal to 
start you can relax with a cup of coffee or social 
drink and get to know your fellow NARFE mem-
bers.   
 
All volunteers are welcome to sort and assist. If 
you are willing and able to help with the set-up, 
please arrive at  10:45 a.m.  Your donations of 
plastic bags are also appreciated. 
 
DO NOT BRING YOUR TREASURES UNTIL THE 
DAY OF THE AUCTION.   
 
Remember, this is a fund raiser for Alzheimer Re-
search, and the Federal Employees Education 
and Assistance Fund (FEEA) so please be gener-
ous with donated items.  All items are welcome. 
Clean out those closets!  Also, check for jewelry 
you no longer wear.  How about items of particular 
interest for our male members? 
 
 

Invite a neighbor or guest.  Letôs make 
this an outstanding day!  For more informa-

tion, please call Jean Marie Burton at 941-525-
4264. 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 

Effective date of change _________________ 
 

Name: _______________________________ 

Member Id (if known): _________________  

Email:_______________________________ 
 

Chapter Area Address  

Phone Number:  _______________________ 

Street/Apt: ___________________________                   

City, State, Zip: _______________________  
 

Check here  ______  if you change your local ad-

dress/phone each year you return.  If so you will 

need to send in your new address/phone each new sea-

son. 
 

Alternate (Away) Address   

Phone Number:  _______________________ 

Start with Month:   ____________   Thru 

End Month:  __________________________  

Street/Apt: ___________________________                     

City, State, Zip: _______________________ 
 

 
Tear out the completed form and mail it to: 
 Membership, NARFE Chapter 717 
 P.O. Box 2203 
 Venice, FL  34284-2203     

 

Have address/phone/email 

changes? 
Contact me,  your Membership 

Chair. Bette Gore, Phone:  
941-497 -4479 or  

Email:  bettegore@aol.com  
or complete and mail form 
provided below.  

Greetings from your Membership Chairper-
son    Please remember to let me know of any 

changes to mailing address, telephone, or email 
address so you never miss our Chapter news. 

All members are responsible for membership 

growth. Bring a retired or current federal employee to 

a meeting or give them an application for member-

ship. Remember, only you can keep NARFE and 

Chapter 717 strong. If you need an application form, 

contact any officer.  The Chapter is still offering a free 

Chapter luncheon to any member who sponsors a 

new member.  The conditions are that the sponsored 

person join the Chapter and pay the dues. 

REMINDERS 
 

Meal Reservation:  When you are called about meet-
ing meal reservations, please make a reservation 
ONLY IF YOU ARE SURE you will be attending the 
meeting.  If you have an emergency please call Maria 
Petrola at 941-244-0915 to cancel up to the day of 
meeting.  
 
On-line NARFE Info:   www.fedemployees.org  is a 
link to a new NARFE Headquarters site advertise-
ment.  You may direct potential new members to 
this site for more information about NARFE and how 
they can join!  Check out this site for on -line infor-
mation.  
 
E-Mail & Phone Number  The Chapterõs health de-
pends on our ability to communicate with all of our 
members.  For this reason, we ask that you provide 
us with your e -mail address and telephone num-
ber.   You can send this information to:  
  

NARFE Chapter 717 
PO 2203 

Venice, FL  34284 
  
Or you can e-mail to: johnburton@comcast.net    
 
Federal Times has joined with NARFE to extend a 
Special Discount Offer to NARFE members. Support 
NARFE by subscribing to Federal Times for 52 weekly 
issues. In addition to a great rate, Federal Times will 
remit $5 of every subscription to NARFE! Call 1 -800-
368-5718. 
 

Kudos to the volunteers and Officers of 

the Chapter who are working so profession-

ally to keep the Chapter strong and provide 

the services you expect! 

mailto:bettegore@aol.com?subject=Membership%20Info
http://www.fedemployees.org
mailto:johnburton@comcast.net
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Help Wanted 
We have the following critical ap-
pointed committee position vacan-
cies.   

Urgent ï we need you to volunteer! 
 
Legislative Chairperson ï Activities aim to 
help the Chapter support NARFEôs legislative 
initiatives. 
 
 Ways and Means ï Duties related to raising 
money for the chapter. 
 
 
Anyone interested in more information or vol-
unteering should call President John Bur-
ton.  Isnôt it your turn to help out for a 
year?  Itôs only a few hours a month.  You 
can do it! 

FLORIDA FEDERATION OF CHAPTERS 
58th Annual Convention ï May 4 through May 6, 2010 

Hilton Hotel, Altamonte Springs, Florida 

 
As preparations for the Florida Federation of Chapters 
58th Annual Convention are well underway, Nancy Marik, 
Chapter 717 Webmaster, has prepared a full page ad for 
the Convention Book.   Her original artwork highlights 
both our chapter and the theme of this yearôs convention 
ñYou are in Good Hands with NARFE.ò   Convention book 
ad space is sold to chapters and commercial entities to 
help offset the cost of the program book printing.  Any 
Chapter member wishing to attend the convention should 
contact Chapter 717 Past President Steve Shoub as 
soon as possible. 

Thank You!  
Thanks to our Chapter Treasurer, Liz Banta , we 
received  $288.45 from National and the Florida 
Federation of Chapters for  reimbursement of 
monies spent for our 2009 50th Anniversary Cele-
bration.  Liz filed paperwork and did the re-
quired follow -up to make sure our Chapter was 
awarded funds due under the NARFE Matching 
Funds Allowance. 

http://narfe717.org/
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E-Mail Addresses  
 
Over the last several 
weeks, I have sent an 
email to each of you 
for whom I have an 
email address.  I asked 
you to respond, so I 

would know I had the correct address.  
Most of you have responded, and I thank 
you. 
 
If any of you have an email address, but 
did not get an email from me, it is because 
I am not aware of your address.  If you are 
willing to be added to my email list, please 
send me an email to johnbur-
ton@comcast.net. 
 
I will use the list only to give you informa-
tion about NARFE that may benefit you.  
                         - President John Burton
      

NARFE Alzheimerôs Fund 
 

The official NARFE charity is Alzheimerôs funding 

for research, and to that end we push now for do-

nations to the NARFE Alzheimerôs Fund. Since 

donations are tax deductible, please consider do-

nating and get the tax benefit. Make your check 

out to ñNARFE Chapter 717ò and in the MEMO 

section write ñAlzheimerôs Fundò. Send your check 

to NARFE Chapter 717, P.O. Box 2203, Venice, 

FL 34284-2203. Thank you. 

 

Mark Your Calendars!   
 

 
April 15  Annual Auction Returns 
 

May 20  Dr.Richard Tibbils, Doc-
tor of Audiology of the Hearing Clinic of Venice, 
INC.    
 
June 17  Program to be determined  
 

July and August  Chapter 717 does not meet in  
 

September 16  Mimi Nowak, Jacaranda Trace, a 
òmodernó retirement community 
 

October 21   Isaac Turner, City Manager-City of 
Venice. 

 

November 18  Jim McCleland  of  the South 
County Food Bank 
 
December 16  Return of Sound Investment's 
Robert Hosfeld and Doug White 
 

We hope you participate and support our  
programs.  Guests are always welcome and  

remember we welcome your visiting families.  

Chapter 717 member Matt Prisuitti displays his pho-
tographs on exhibit at Pinebrook Association Club-
house.  

 

Chapter 717 ñApril Issue NARFE Magazine  
 

Check out the òOut and Aboutó section of the 
April Issue of the NARFE Magazine.  A photo-
graph was published of our Chapter President 
standing in front of the sign on Venice Avenue 
announcing February 12th as NARFE Day in 
Venice! 

mailto:johnburton@comcast.net
mailto:johnburton@comcast.net
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Chapter  

717  

Annual  

Picnic  

Photos  

March General  

Meeting Photos  

Dr. Ki Hassler was the guest 
speaker at our March meeting.  
Her presentation on heart health 
was outstanding! 

Dr. Hassler is the 
granddaughter-in-
law of Chapter 
member Dorothy 
Hassler shown 
here with Ki and 
Jean Marie Burton. 
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Death of an Annuitantõs Spouse 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This month I would like to provide you with 
more important information that you may want 
to keep in case as the annuitant, you have the 
unfortunate experience of loosing your spouse. 
Again, I highly recommend that you save this 
information with you important records.     
 
When an annuitantõs spouse dies, the annuitant 
should act as soon as possible to send OPM a 
copy of the spouseõs death certificate, along 
with any other applicable requests and state-
ments discussed below. 

 

Restoration to Full Annuity Rate  
If an annuitant has elected a full or partial sur-
vivor annuity for his/her spouse, the annuitant 
can have the annuity restored to the full, unre-
duced rate if the spouse predeceases the annui-
tant. The restoration to the unreduced rate is 
effective as of the first day of the month after 
the date of the spouseõs death. The annuitant 
should notify OPM that he/she wants to have 
the annuity restored to the full rate  
by writing to:  

 

U.S. Office of Personnel Management 
Retirement Operations Center  
Post Office Box 45 
Boyers, PA 16017-4500 

 

The Report of Death (Sample Notification) can 
be used to notify OPM, along with a copy of the 
spouseõs death certificate. 

 

Some Important Items to Cover in the Notice 
of Death Letter:  

 

Federal Employees Health Benefits Program 
(FEHBP) 
The annuitant should request that his/her 
FEHBP enrollment be changed from self-and-
family coverage to self -only coverage, if  there 
are no other family members (i.e., minor chil-
dren, disabled children, or eligible grandchil-
dren) who are entitled to FEHBP coverage under 
the annuitantõs enrollment. This 
matter can also be taken care of immediately 
by contacting OPM by phone at 1-888-767-6738 
(202-606-0500 in the Washington, DC, metro-
politan calling area).  

 

Designations of Beneficiary  
If the annuitant wants to designate a new bene-
ficiary or beneficiaries for his/her unassigned 
Federal Employeesõ Group Life Insurance cover-
age, and for any unexpended retirement monies 
in the Civil Service Retirement Fund (which  
covers both the CSRS and the FERS), he/she 
should request that OPM send new designation 
forms (SF 2823 for FEGLI, SF 2808 for CSRS, or 
SF 3102 for FERS). 

 

Family Life Insurance  
If the deceased spouse was covered under the 
annuitantõs Option C FEGLI Family Insurance, 
the annuitant should also request FEGLI form 
FE6- 
DEP, Statement of Claim, to file for the life in-
surance benefits.  
 
Thrift Savings Plan  
The annuitant should contact the Thrift Savings 
Plan Service Office to request a TSP-3, Designa-
tion of Beneficiary form.  

 

Thrift Savings Plan Office 
P.O. Box 385021 
Birmingham, AL 35238 
Telephone 1-877-968-3778 

SERVICE REPORT 
 

Paul  Caron  



Federal or State Income Tax Withholding  
If the annuitant wishes to change the amount 
of federal or state income tax being withheld 
from his/her annuity, he/she can use OPMõs 
Internet òServices Onlineó at www.opm.gov/
retire, or he/she can make the change(s) 
(using a touchtone phone) by calling 1-888-767-

6738 (in the Washington, DC, Metropolitan area, 
and call 202-606-0500). The annuitant will need to 
have the CSA retirement claim number and pin 
number or Social Security number. He/she can 
also write to OPM at the address shown above.  
OPM will change the tax withholding as requested 
by the annuitant. No special forms are required to 
make the tax -withholding changes.  
 
Taxes 
If your retirement benefit was the primary source 
of family income, you may be taxed at a higher 
single rate. You may want to check your tax liabil-
ity to be sure you do not end up owing payment 
on your income tax because you are under-
withheld.  
 
Review of Will and Other Documents  
The annuitant should consult with his/her legal 
advisor, and review his/her will, and all -important 
financial and estate -related documents. If your 
spouse is deceased, you may also want to com-
plete a Designation of Beneficiary, Federal Em-
ployeesõ Group Life Insurance If you do not re-
ceive this form when you report your spouseõs 
death, you can request the form from the Office 
of Personnel Management 
 
If you need any help please feel free to contact 
me.  If I canõt help you I will to the best of my 
ability, find someone that can.  
  -Paul Caron, Service Officer   

Federal Tax Withholding  

 

Many of us noticed a little change in our 
retirement check.  Less Federal income 
tax was being withheld.  Yippee!  

Not so fast.  Uncle giveth and Uncle taketh 

away.  The reason the withholding was re-

duced is because the Feds increased the 

number of withholding categories.  It does 

not mean you will owe less tax.  You 

should check your withholding against 

what you anticipate.  

NARFE Legislative Hotline.  
 
Learn whatôs up with Congress and our benefits at 
the NARFE Legislative Hotline. It is a recording 
made Fridays when Congress is in session. The 
number is 1-877-217-8234.  The Hotline is also 
available on the Internet at www.narfe.org and click 
on the Legislative Hotline. 
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