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Safeguarding and improving your earned rights and benefits.  

FROM THE PRESIDENTõS 
DESK 

 
President John Burton  

garding the life of the Chapter. 
 

Sponsoring New Members 
 

The Chapter is still offering a free Chapter 
luncheon to any member who sponsors a new 
member.  The conditions are that the spon-
sored person join the Chapter and pay the 
dues. 
   - President John Burton   Happy Birthday 

 
February 12, 2010 was the date marking the 
51

st
 anniversary of our Chapterôs founding.  It 

was also, by Mayoral Proclamation, NARFE 
Day in Venice.  On our 50

th
 anniversary, last 

year, we marked February 12
th
 by dedicating 

a Live Oak in Centennial Park. We are cele-
brating the occasion throughout this month.  
So, Happy Birthday, Chapter 0717! 
 

E-Mail Addresses 
 

Over the last several weeks, I have sent an 
email to each of you for whom I have an 
email address.  I asked you to respond, so I 
would know I had the correct address.  Most 
of you have responded, and I thank you. 
 
If any of you have an email address, but did 
not get an email from me, it is because I am 
not aware of your address.  If you are willing 
to be added to my email list, please send me 
an email to johnburton@comcast.net. 
 
I will use the list only to give you information 
about NARFE that may benefit you. 
 
Please feel free to email me at any time with 
any concerns or suggestions you have re-

 
 
 

Communicate with your  
Congress People! 

 
There are signs that some of our legislators 
are  back-sliding away from their favorable posi-
tions on NARFE issues, such as Premium Con-
version and GPO/WEP Offset. And, don't feel 
safe about your FEHBP benefits; remember that 
virtually all Congressmen and Senators are multi-
millionaires. They can easily afford to pay top dol-
lar for health care. We can't! So, let them know 
that you are alert and will vote for your wallet. 
Read your GEMS messages and act to protect 
yourself.  It is your retirement income that is at 
stake. 
 
We have a huge deficit, we are fighting two wars, 
well-funded special interests are pushing their 
agendas, and budget money has never been 
tighter. Remember that more money has been 
taken out of the pockets of Federal retirees by 
the Congress than has been stolen in the history 
of the United States, notwithstanding Bernie 
Madoff! 
 

 - 1st Vice President Bill Leatham 

mailto:johnburton@comcast.net
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CHAPTER OFFICERS:  

 

Chapter Elected Officers 

 

President, John Burton                                            525-4264 

 Email:  johnburton@comcast.net 

1st Vice-President, Bill Leatham                            480-9382 

 Email:  secretary@narfefl.net 

2nd Vice-President, Jean Marie Burton          412-8543 

 Email:  johnburton@comcast.net 

Secretary, Carolyn Bach                         445-4536  

 Email:  carolyn.bach@comcast.net 

Treasurer, Elizabeth Banta                                      493-0854 

 Email:  lizbanta@aol.com 
 

Appointed Officers 

 

Alzheimerôs, Lou Spataro                                       484-1441 

  Email:  louspataro@yahoo.com                                                      

Chaplain, Linda Braswell            

Historian, Don Jahnke           486-0970 

 Email:  drjahnke@comcast.net 

Legislative Officer, VACANT 

Membership, Bette Gore                       497-4479 

 Email:  bettegore@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor, Carolyn Bach               445-4536 

              Email:  news@narfe717.org          

Public Relations, Dorothy Behm           493-3998 

 Email:  fastdottieb1@yahoo.com 

Recruitment and Retention, Don Jahnke           486-0970        

 Email: drjahnke@comcast.net 

Senior Advisors, 

   Roy Reichelt              408-8822 

  Email:  rreichelt@aol.com 

   Lou Spataro             484-1441 

 Email:  louspataro@yahoo.com 

   Steve Shoub             473-7395 

 Email:  sshoub@verizon.net  

Service Officer, Paul Caron           475-9435 

 Email:  dd-970@verizon.net 

Sunshine, Lillian Karmel                                         475-1340 

 Email:  charlil@verizon.net 

Tel.  Meal Coordinator, Maria Petrola            244-0915                                 

 Email:  mariadeh@comcast.net 

 Ways and Means, VACANT 

NARFE Net Coordinator, Bill Leatham                  480-9382

 Email:  secretary@narfefl.net 

Webmaster, Nancy Marik                    485-5458 

  Email:  webmaster@narfe717.org 

 

 

WEB ADDRESSES: 

Chapter ï www.narfe717.org 

Florida Federation ï www.narfefl.net/ 

National ï www.narfe.org 

WWW.HORIZONBAY.COM 

Phone: (941) 488-7737 

Ewing 
      FUNERAL HOME 

  
GEORGE B. KALBFLEISH            140 E. Venice Ave        

Licensed Funeral Director                 Venice, FL 34285 

 
 

www.villageontheisle.com 

mailto:SECRETARY@NARFEFL.NET
mailto:SECRETARY@NARFEFL.NET
http://www.horizonbay.com/
http://www.villageontheisle.com/
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Linda Braswell and I, with good intentions, went to 
visit Claire Zoldak at Sunset Nursing and Rehab 
Center on Tuesday, 1/26/10, however she was out 
for a doctor appointment.   Linda left a note that 
we had been there and also left reading mate-
rial.  It appears she will still be at the Center for 
more rehab so we feel she will welcome visits or 
greeting cards, and I will follow up her pro-
gress.   We miss you, Claire. 
 
Please call me, Lillian Karmel, at 941-475-1340 or 
email me at charlil@verizon.net with any news con-
cerning ailing members. 
 

If you would like to send a card 
or visit Claire, here is her new 

address:. 
       Sunset Lake Rehab 

         832 Sunset Lake Blvd. 
Venice, Fl. 34293 

Claire Zoldak--RM. 214-B 

Announcing! 
 

For NARFE Members & Spouses Only 
 

Exclusive Prices On Premium Hearing Aids 
 
 

941-244-2922 
Limited time offer Call for appointment now! 

 

        Hearing Clinic of Venice Inc .ò                    
Dr. Richard Tibbils, Au.D.  

 
 

SUNSHINE 
REPORT 

 

by 
Lillian Karmel 

 

Kudos to the volunteers and Officers of the 

Chapter who are working so professionally to 

keep the Chapter strong and provide the ser-

vices you expect! 

MEAL RESERVATION 

Reminder . When you are called about meeting meal 
reservations, please make a reservation ONLY IF YOU 
ARE SURE you will be attending the meeting.  If you 
have an emergency please call Maria Petrola at 941-
244-0915 to cancel up to the day of meeting.  

 

Donôt Miss our February General Meeting! 
Thursday, February 18, 2010 

 
 
 
Mr. Patrick Hanna will be our 
guest speaker in February.  
Patrick is the Regional Direc-
tor for the Seniors vs. Crime 
Project.  This is a special pro-
ject  of the Office of the Attor-
ney General for the State of 
Florida.  The primary goal of 
the Project is to reduce the 
victimization of senior citizens 
who are often targeted for 
specific crimes or scams based on their age. 
 
This promises to be a very informative program that you do 
not want to miss!  Remember, you are always very wel-
come to invite friends and family that may be interested in 
our programs to join you as our guests. 

 

Mark Your Calendars!   
 

 
 
 
March 18 --HEART HEALTHY--KI HASSLER, MD. 
 
March 25ñOur Annual Picnic at Lemon Bay Park in 

Englewood. Details will follow in the future . 
 
April 15 --Annual Auction Returns !!  Start cleaning 
out those closets and donate items for the auction 
which benefits our chapter and projects. Karen 
Bosley and Celeste Iacampo will assist Jean Marie 
Burton in making this a worth while adventure.  We 
will announce at our general meetings further  
details as to when to bring items.  Bring a 
neighbor  or guest to this fundraiser!!   Helpers 
needed to arrange items. Call Jean Marie for details 
and to volunteer -dial -941-412-8543.  
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 

Effective date of change _________________ 
 

Name: _______________________________ 

Member Id (if known): _________________  

Email:_______________________________ 
 

Chapter Area Address  

Phone Number:  _______________________ 

Street/Apt: ___________________________                   

City, State, Zip: _______________________  
 

Check here  ______  if you change your local ad-

dress/phone each year you return.  If so you will 

need to send in your new address/phone each new sea-

son. 
 

Alternate (Away) Address   

Phone Number:  _______________________ 

Start with Month:   ____________   Thru 

End Month:  __________________________  

Street/Apt: ___________________________                     

City, State, Zip: _______________________ 
 

 
Tear out the completed form and mail it to: 
 Membership, NARFE Chapter 717 
 P.O. Box 2203 
 Venice, FL  34284-2203     

 

Have address/phone/email 

changes? 
Contact me,  your Membership 

Chair. Bette Gore, Phone:  
941-497 -4479 or  

Email:  bettegore@aol.com  
or complete and mail form 
provided below.  

Greetings from your Membership Chairper-
son    Please remember to let me know of any 
changes to mailing address, telephone, or email 
address so you never miss our Chapter news. 

All members are responsible for membership growth. 

Bring a retired or current federal employee to a meeting or 

give them an application for membership. Remember, only 

you can keep NARFE and Chapter 717 strong. If you 

need an application form, contact any officer.  The Chapter 

is still offering a free Chapter luncheon to any member who 

sponsors a new member.  The conditions are that the spon-

sored person join the Chapter and pay the dues. 

 

REMINDERS 
 
Chapter Web Site    Our Chapter web site has valuable links and 
information as well as the current and past newsletters. It is up 
and running 24/7 for you. Please view it at: www.narfe717.org .   
 It is very informative and has links to other sites. You can join 
our e-mail list by clicking on the SUSCRIBE button on the left 
side of the Home Page.   This will automatically create an email 
message for you to send with your request to receive Chapter 717 
newsletters via email.  
 
On-line NARFE Info:   www.fedemployees.org  is a link to a new 
NARFE Headquarters site advertisement.  You may direct poten-
tial new members to this site for more information about NARFE 
and how they can join!  Check out this site for on -line informa-
tion.  
 
 
E-Mail & Phone Number  The Chapterõs health depends on our 
ability to communicate with all of our members.   For this reason, 
we ask that you provide us with your e -mail address and tele-
phone number.  You can send this information to:  
  

NARFE Chapter 717 
PO 2203 

Venice, FL  34284 
  
Or you can e-mail to: johnburton@comcast.net  or  
bettegore@aol.com .  
 
Federal Times has joined with NARFE to extend a Special Dis-
count Offer to NARFE members. Support NARFE by subscribing to 
Federal Times for 52 weekly issues. In addition to a great rate, 
Federal Times will remit $5 of every subscription to NARFE! Call 
1-800-368-5718. 
 

Support our Advertisers! 
 

We extend our continued appreciation to our sponsors.   
NARFE Chapter 717 members are encouraged to consider 
their services for themselves, family and friends.  Or, inves-
tigate possible volunteer opportunities within these organi-
zations.   

mailto:bettegore@aol.com?subject=Membership%20Info
http://www.narfe717.org/
http://www.fedemployees.org
mailto:johnburton@comcast.net
mailto:bettegore@aol.com?subject=Membership%20Info
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Bill Battle was our guest 

speaker in January.  His out-

standing slide show depicted 

everyday life for soldiers in 

Afghanistan.  

Karen Bosley and Jean Marie Burton, past 

telephone coordinators, and Nancy Marik, 

Webmaster, proudly display awards re-

ceived recognizing them for their out-

standing service to Chapter 717.  

Mary Nelson was the winner of 

the 50/50 raffle!  

Don Stewart campaigns for the 

position of NARFE Regional 

Vice President 

 

Help Wanted 
We have the following critical appointed committee position vacancies.   

Urgent ï we need you to volunteer! 

 

Legislative Chairperson ï Activities aim to help the Chapter support NARFEôs 
legislative initiatives. 
 
Webmaster ï Maintains the Chapterôs website, narfe717.org.  The incumbent 
will provide an orientation, and, if needed, some ongoing help. 
 
 Ways and Means ï Duties related to raising money for the chapter. 
 
 
Anyone interested in more information or volunteering should call President John Burton.  Isnôt it 

your turn to help out for a year?  Itôs only a few hours a month.  You can do it! 
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FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

Statement of Annuity Paid  
 

By January 31st, you should have received your Form 1099R (Statement of Annuity Paid) for 2009.  If you did not 
receive this form or if you want to make any changes in federal tax withholding, call 1 -800-409-6528.  It is im-
portant to keep your address up to date; many important notices are sent throughout the year to the address 
that OPM has on file.  Let OPM know of any change of address immediately by calling 1 -888-767-6738. 
 

Medicare Enrollment Period  

If you are eligible for Medicare Part B but have not enrolled, you can sign up now during the Medicare annual 
enrollment period.  The enrollment period runs from January 1 through March 31, 2010.  If you sign up by March 
31, your coverage will begin in July 2010.  

Medicare Part B helps pay for doctor visits, outpatient hospital treatment, and other medical services and sup-
plies not covered by Medicare Part A.  The cost of Part B for 2010 depends on your income.  A single individual 
with income of $85,000 or less, or a married couple filing jointly with income of $170,000 or less will pay 
$110.50.  If you have a higher income, contact 1 -800-medicare for the 2010 Part B premium.  

Those covered by Medicare Part A who decided not to enroll in Part B when they first became eligible for Medi-
care can now take advantage of this enrollment opportunity, but they will be charged a penalty for signing up 
late.  The penalty is 10 percent of the Part B premium for each 12 -month period a person could have been en-
rolled for Medicare Part B, but was not.    

Anyone interested in enrolling in Medicare should call Social Security at 1 -800-772-1213 or contact the local So-
cial Security Office.      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This month I want to tell every Chapter member what the duties, in general, are.  In this way you all will have a bet-
ter understanding of my position.  
 
The Chapter Service Officer plays a vital role in meeting the needs of Chapter members and their families by:  
 
  Helping individual chapter members, their families and survivors take actions to obtain and retain 
their annuities and survivor, health, long -term care, and federal group life insurance benefits.  
 
  Provide support to members having serious problems with their benefit arrangements and particularly 
to surviving spouses when they suffer the trauma of a death or serious illness.  
 
  Or simply put, (1) meet the practical needs of chapter members, (2) facilitate liaison between mem-
bers and OPM, (3) help expedite applications for benefits (4) help members obtain information about the Federal Em-
ployees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) and Medicare, and (5) help members obtain information about programs of 
other agencies.   
 
  I hope this short summary of the duties of your Chapter Service Officer is helpful to you our valued 
members.  Furthermore, if I can be of any assistance to any of you please do not hesitate  to contact me.   

The Chapter Service  
Position  

SERVICE REPORT 
 

Paul  Caron  
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Legislative  

Report  
 

By Steve Shoub 
 

 

 
 

Stimulus Tax Credit 
Check with your accountant about filing for your 
$250.00 Stimulus Tax Credit for 2009.  This is for 
CSRS retirees who did not receive a $250.00 pay-
ment from Social Security, DVA, etc.  Check to de-
termine if you should file an IRS Schedule M with 
your 2009 Income Tax Forms. 
 

Census Bureau Now Hiring 
The Census Bureau has been doing some hiring 
for census workers to conduct the 2010 Census.  
Some of the jobs are exempt from the required re-

employment offset to retiree pensions.  Check with 
your local Census Bureau office for further informa-
tion about job opportunities in your area. 
 

Armchair Activists  
Contacting your Congressional representatives is 
easy.  Call or write to them. Or, send them a pre-
pared e-mail.  NARFE HQ provides quick and easy 
e-mail service that you can use to contact your 
Senators and Representatives.  Begin at the 
NARFE web home page at www.narfe.org .  In the 
middle of the page you see the Legislation  section 
with the area to ñCLICK HERE to contact Con-
gress.ò  Click there to get to the NARFE Legislative 
Action Center and the sample letters to e-mail to 
your Congressmen.   This is important, please do 
it. 

TSP Web Site 
The Thrift Savings Plan is restructuring its Internet 
Web Site and the new version is scheduled to be 
on line in May. 
 

NARFE Legislative Hotline.  
 
Learn whatôs up with Congress and our benefits at the 
NARFE Legislative Hotline. It is a recording made Fri-
days when Congress is in session. The number is 1-
877-217-8234.  The Hotline is also available on the 
Internet at www.narfe.org and click on the Legislative 
Hotline. 

NARFE Alzheimerôs Fund 
 

The official NARFE charity is Alzheimerôs funding for 

research, and to that end we push now for donations 

to the NARFE Alzheimerôs Fund. Since donations are 

tax deductible, please consider donating and get the 

tax benefit. Make your check out to ñNARFE Chapter 

717ò and in the MEMO section write ñAlzheimerôs 

Fundò. Send your check to NARFE Chapter 717, P.O. 

Box 2203, Venice, FL 34284-2203. Thank you. 

Consider paying your dues through dues withholding or 
by obtaining Life Membership. If you pay dues by auto-
matic deduction by OPM, you will receive the lower rate 
of $24.85 per year ñ a saving of over $4.00 per year. Call 
the Membership Chair or me for more info.  

http://www.narfe.org/
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CHAPTER MEETING  
 

      The January meeting of the Englewood/Venice Chapter 717 

will be held on Thursday, February 18, 2010.  Our February 

speaker will be PATRICK HANNA, Regional Director for the 

Senior vs. Crime Project. The luncheon  will be held at the Peli-

can Pointe Golf & Country Club.  Reservations are required.  

The Social hour begins at 11:30 am followed by a sit-down 

luncheon beginning  at noon.  A Cash bar is available. 
 

 

All current and retired federal employees, spouses, and guests 

 are welcome. 
 

Make checks payable: NARFE Chapter 717 

 

MENU 

Garden salad 

Choice of Chicken with Cherry Sauce  or   

White Fish (Corvina) with Cream Sauce 
 

Mashed Potatoes 

Steamed Vegetables 

Rolls and Butter 

Tiramisu 

Coffee, Decaf and Iced Tea 

Cost, including tax and tip is $15.00  

MEETING LOCATION  
Directions:  

From I -75: Take exit 193.  At the traffic light off exit, 

turn South onto Jacaranda Blvd.  Continue to 3rd traffic 

light and turn right on to Center Road.  Go approximately 

1 1/2 miles and turn right  into the entrance to Pelican 

Pointe (Horse and Chaise Blvd.)  

 

Alt1: From Highway 41 (Tamiami Trail), turn east on 

Center Road.  Proceed approximately 1 1/2 miles and turn 

left into the entrance to Pelican Pointe (Horse and Chaise 

Blvd) 

 

If using GPS or a map service, use 625 Center Rd, 

Venice, Florida 

 
Tell the guard at the gate that you are attending the 

NARFE luncheon.  Park in the lot to the right. 

Pelican Pointe  

Golf Country Club  

 

499 Derbyshire Dr., Venice, FL  
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