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Why We Are Here  
 
It bears repeating why we do what we do.  Why 
belong to NARFE Chapter 717?  My take is that we 
are involved in this chapter for two reasons.  
 
First , we are here to take care of one another in 
times of crisis, and just to be a friendly face on a 
day-to-day basis.  Most of us are transplanted from 
somewhere else, and our old friends and family are 
still where we came from.  So we made new 
friends and acquaintances here in Florida.  NARFE 
Chapter 717 is an ideal venue for making such new 
friends and acquaintances.  
 
Also, we are an elderly population, subject to all 
the trials and tribulations that go with advancing 
age.  We do need or will need help from our friends 
as we go down the path of life.  
 
When someone in this chapter has an accident or is 
dealing with an illness, it is my view that the rest 
of us should be available to provide what comfort 
and help we can.  
 
Our second reason , and an important reason, for 
belonging to NARFE is to provide an organized re-
sponse to legislative attempts to reduce or remove 
the benefits that we worked so hard to earn.  It 
would be nice to think that our lobbying efforts 
could also enhance our existing benefits, but I 
think we have our hands full just to keep hold of 
what we have.  

 
Our new Legislative Chairperson, Mary Hofstra , is 
keeping an eye on what is going on in Washington 
and in Tallahassee.  She is available to each of us 
to help us write our representatives to express our 
concerns on specific issues, and to keep us in-
formed on what is coming down the legislative 
trail.  
 
The NARFE website, narfe.org, provides informa-
tion on current legislative concerns and provides 
tools to help us communicate with our legislative 
representatives.  
 
The NARFE Magazine carries articles on legislative 
issues and on what NARFE is doing with regard to 
such issues. 
 
Use the website and read the magazine.  Try to 
keep informed, and participate in the lobbying 
process by expressing you opinion on issues to your 
representatives.  
 

Summer Break  
 
This will be our last meeting until the fall.  Many of 
you are leaving the area or have already left for 
the summer.  Family and old haunts will be your 
priority for the next few months.  
 
Make sure that you let Lucy Boyce , our new Mem-
bership Chairperson, know what your summer ad-
dress is, so we can keep sending you important 
NARFE information, and get in touch if the need 
arises. 
 
There is a form in this newsletter that you can use 
to provide us with your summer address.  
 
Have a great summer!  We look forward to seeing 
you in September.  

- President John Burton  

FROM THE 
PRESIDENTõS 

DESK 
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CHAPTER OFFICERS:  

 

Chapter Elected Officers 

 

President, John Burton                                            525-4264 

 Email:  johnburton@comcast.net 

1st Vice-President, Bill Leatham                            480-9382 

 Email:  secretary@narfefl.net 

2nd Vice-President, Jean Marie Burton         412-8543 

 Email:  johnburton@comcast.net 

Secretary, Carolyn Bach                        445-4536  

 Email:  carolyn.bach@comcast.net 

Treasurer, Elizabeth Banta                                     493-0854 

 Email:  lizbanta@aol.com 
 

Appointed Officers 

 

Alzheimerôs, Lou Spataro                                       484-1441 

  Email:  louspataro@yahoo.com                                                      

Chaplain, Linda Braswell            

Historian, Don Jahnke           486-0970 

 Email:  drjahnke@comcast.net 

Legislative Officer, Mary Hofstra          480-1905 

 Email: emhof2@yahoo.com   

Membership, Lucy Boyce                      492-4546 

 Email:  lucyboyce86@msn.com 

Newsletter Editor, Carolyn Bach              445-4536 

              Email:  news@narfe717.org          

Public Relations, Dorothy Behm          493-3998 

 Email:  fastdottieb1@yahoo.com 

Recruitment and Retention, Don Jahnke          486-0970        

 Email: drjahnke@comcast.net 

Senior Advisors, 

   Roy Reichelt             408-8822 

  Email:  rreichelt@aol.com 

   Lou Spataro            484-1441 

 Email:  louspataro@yahoo.com 

   Steve Shoub            473-7395 

 Email:  sshoub@verizon.net  

Service Officer, Paul Caron          475-9435 

 Email:  dd-970@verizon.net 

Sunshine, Lillian Karmel                                        475-1340 

 Email:  charlil@verizon.net 

Tel.  Meal Coordinator, Maria Petrola           244-0915                                 

 Email:  mariadeh@comcast.net 

 Ways and Means, VACANT 

NARFE Net Coordinator, Bill Leatham                 480-9382

 Email:  secretary@narfefl.net 

Webmaster, Nancy Marik                  485-5458 

  Email:  webmaster@narfe717.org 

 

 

WEB ADDRESSES: 

Chapter ï www.narfe717.org 

Florida Federation ï www.narfefl.net/ 

National ï www.narfe.org 

WWW.HORIZONBAY.COM 

Phone: (941) 488-7737 

Ewing 
      FUNERAL HOME 

  
GEORGE B. KALBFLEISH            140 E. Venice Ave        

Licensed Funeral Director                 Venice, FL 34285 

 
 

www.villageontheisle.com 

mailto:SECRETARY@NARFEFL.NET
mailto:SECRETARY@NARFEFL.NET
http://www.horizonbay.com/
http://www.villageontheisle.com/
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Our member, Robert Preusse, suffered a heart 
attack and is recuperating slowly.  Our best 
wishes for his full recovery were sent to him on 
behalf of our chapter. 
 

Please call me, Lillian Karmel, at 941-475-1340 
or email me at charlil@verizon.net with any 
news concerning ailing members. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

June 17th 
Chapter 
Meeting  

 
 
ABC 7õs Chief Meteorologist Bob Harrigan  will 
be our guest speaker.  He has been forecasting 
Suncoast weather for 24 years. 
 

Bob has a unique perspective on hurricanes and 
his presentation promises to be both informative 
and enjoyable. He has been voted as the ôBest 
Television Meteorologistõ and also the ôBest 
Television Personalityõ.   
 

We are most fortunate to have BOB HARRIGAN-
present at our JUNE 17 meeting.  Because of de-
m a n d  f o r  h i s  s p e e c h e s  a s  w e 
approach HURRICANE season, we are hopeful 

that we fill the room.  This is an 
opportunity to invite a guest (does not 
have to be a NARFE member) to show 
support for our speaker programs.    
 

See details for cost and location on back page.  
 
 

SUNSHINE 
REPORT 

 

by 
Lillian Karmel 

 

Announcing! 
 

For NARFE Members & Spouses Only 
 

Exclusive Prices On Premium Hearing Aids 
 
 

941-244-2922 
Limited time offer Call for appointment now! 

 

        Hearing Clinic of Venice Inc .ò                    
Dr. Richard Tibbils, Au.D.  

 
 www.venicehearingaids.com 

 

Mark Your Calendars!   
 
July and August  Chapter 717 does 
not meet in July and August  
 

September 16  Mimi Nowak, Jaca-
randa Trace, a òmodernó retirement community 
 

October 21   Isaac Turner, City Manager, 
                    City of Venice . 

 

November 18  Jim McCleland  of  the South County 
Food Bank 
 

December 16  Holiday Party and the return of Sound 
Investment's Robert Hosfeld and Doug White 
 

For more information on future programs or to make pro-
gram suggestions , please contact Jean Marie Burton  at 
941-525-4264. 
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Welcome New Chapter 717  
Members in 2010!  

 

January      Dr. Kenneth Campbell 
                Jack Falls 

 
February    Virginia Geraci   
               *James W. Fitzpatrick   
     * Larry Kendra 
 
March       Alice M Bever 
                Thomas Kapfhammer 
                Judith Perrier  
                Sue M. Townsend 
                Carroll Wheeler               

 
April          Daniel J. Spencer 
               * Christopher L. Neal  

 
* Transferred from another NARFE Chapter 

Recruitment  
 

All members are responsible for membership 
growth.  Please continue to seek new mem-
bers by sharing the benefits of NARFE member-
ship with your friends and family.  When talking 
about the  NARFE Membership benefits, these 
points may be helpful:  
 
Ý Prevent erosion of your earned federal bene-

fits with aggressive federal and state legisla-
tive representation  

Ý Obtain benefit counseling  
Ý Receive NARFE Magazine 
Ý Gain access to advance information on 

changes to federal benefits  
Ý Qualify for scholarships and disaster relief 

grants 
 
They can seek more information via the web at 
www.narfe.org or via phone at 800 -627-3394. 
 
AND, donõt forget YOUR benefit as a member of 
NARFE Chapter 717.  The chapter is still offer-
ing a free Chapter luncheon to any member 
who sponsors a new Chapter member.  The con-
ditions are that the sponsored person join the 
Chapter and pay the dues.  
 

Allow Me To  
Introduce Myself!  

 
Iõm Lucy Boyce and your new 
Membership Chair. 
 
Please contact me at any time at 

492-4546 or via email at lucyboy-
ce86@msn.com.  I welcome your suggestions 
and comments. 
 
Iõm responsible for keeping our membership 
roster up-to-date at all times.  Please use the 
form below if you have address changes during 
the year, either temporary or permanent.   

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 
 

Effective date of change  
 

Name: _______________________________ 
Member Id (if known): _________________  
Email:_______________________________ 
 

Englewood/Venice Chapter Area Address  
Phone Number:  _______________________ 
Street/Apt: ___________________________                   
City, State, Zip: _______________________  
 

Check here  ______  if you change your local address/
phone during the year.  If so you will need to send in 
your new address/phone each new season. 
 

Alternate (Away) Address   
Phone Number:  _______________________ 
Start with Month:   ____________   Thru 
End Month:  __________________________  
Street/Apt: ___________________________                     
City, State, Zip: _______________________ 
 

 

Cut out this completed form and mail it to: 
 Membership, NARFE Chapter 717 
 P.O. Box 2203 
 Venice, FL  34284-2203     
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Lillian Karmel, Bette Gore and Esther Schmitt 

Chapter 717  
May 2010 
General  
Meeting  

Dr. Richard Tibbils, 
Doctor of Audiology,  
from  the Hearing 
Clinic of Venice, Inc.  
was our guest speaker 
at the May luncheon.  
His presentation on 
hearing loss in the 20th 
Century was  informa-
tive and allowed our 
members to hear about 
corrective options that 
are available.   

Dr. Richard Tibbils A.u.D,, Steve Shoub  

and Linda Braswell 

Jean Marie Burton thanks Dr. Richard Tibbils, 

A.u.D. with a Certificate of Appreciation 

Terry Greenwood and Sandy Walker 

Jon and Helen Cantor Lucy Boyce, Maria Petrola and Bob Petrola 

Sandy Walker is recognized by Chapter 717.  

She won Best of Division and First Prize for 

her entry in the Hobby Show at the Florida 

Federation of Chapters convention Karen Bosley and Merle Dwyer 
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Help is Still Wanted! 
We have the following critical appointed committee 
position vacancy. 
 

Urgent ï we need you to volunteer! 
 

 Ways and Means ï Duties related to raising money for 
the chapter. 
 

Anyone interested in more information or volunteering 
should call President John Burton.  Isnôt it your turn to 
help out for a year?  Itôs only a few hours a month.  You 
can do it! 

 

E-Mail Addresses  
 
Over the last few 
months, I have sent  
email messages to each 
of you for whom I have 
an email address. I asked 
you to respond, so I 

would know I had the correct address.  
Most of you have,  and I thank you.  
 
If any of you have an email address, but 
are not getting messages from me, it is be-
cause I am not aware of your address.  If 
you are willing to be added to my email 
list, please send me an email to  
johnburton@comcast.net . 
 
I will use the list only to give you informa-
tion about NARFE that may benefit you.  
 

                         - President John Burton  

NARFE Alzheimerôs Fund 
 

The official NARFE charity is Alzheimerôs funding 

for research, and to that end we push now for do-

nations to the NARFE Alzheimerôs Fund. Since 

donations are tax deductible, please consider do-

nating and get the tax benefit. Make your check 

out to ñNARFE Chapter 717ò and in the MEMO 

section write ñAlzheimerôs Fundò. Send your check 

to NARFE Chapter 717, P.O. Box 2203, Venice, 

FL 34284-2203. Thank you. 

 Carnival VALOR  
A 110,000 Ton Floating Las Vegas Resort  

 

2011 Alzheimer's Benefit Cruise  

Sponsored By NARFE  

FLORIDA FEDERATION OF CHAPTERS  

 

 Sunday, Jan 16 to Sunday Jan 23, 2011  

 

 Grand Cayman, Isla Roatan, Belize, Cozumel 

For details, see www.narfefl.net or call Ben Pappa, 941 -

743 -7117  

 

 

mailto:johnburton@comcast.net
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Kudos to the volunteers and Officers of 

the Chapter who are working so profession-

ally to keep the Chapter strong and provide 

the services you expect! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
    

New F-100 Survivorsô Guide 
 

 I would like to point out this month the avail-

ability of the New F-100 Survivorsô Guide 

from National.  The updated F-100 is now 

called  ñBe Prepared for Lifeôs Eventsò.   
 

The updated Guide is designed especially for 

Federal employees and retirees; the new ver-

sion helps organize more personal and finan-

cial information in one location.  It also con-

tains information on death and survivor bene-

fits and the Agencies to contact in case of the 

death of a Federal employee, retiree or annui-

tant. 

 

A benefit of membership, the publication is 

for members only. It is available electroni-

cally on the NARFE Web site, www.narfe.org 

(go to Downloadable Forms on the Members 

Home Page).   

 

You will have two choices, one is to simply 

click on Downloadable and the Guide itself 

will be downloaded to your computer and the 

other is to: download a Fillable F-100. This 

will save the Guide and forms to your com-

puter. Then you can fill out the forms elec-

tronically, and then print it out when you are 

finished.  You don't have to complete the form 

all at once; you can "save" and return to the 

forms at a later time. 

 

It is also available in print by calling NARFE 

Headquarters at 703-838-7760. 

 

By E-mail at rebenefits@narfe.org 

 

Or by writing NARFE HQ (Attn: F-100), 606 

N. Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

 

Whatever method you use to acquire a copy 

make sure you have your membership Num-

ber readily available. This new guide is over 

20 pages in length and in my opinion is ex-

tremely comprehensive.  If you have any 

questions, do not hesitate to contact me on E-

Mail at dd-970@verizon.net or by phone at 

941-475-9435. 

  - Paul F. Caron, Service Officer 

SERVICE REPORT 
 

Paul  Caron  

http://www.narfe.org/
mailto:rebenefits@narfe.org
mailto:dd-970@verizon.net
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NARFE legislative  hotline has recommended that members participate in community "town hall" 
meetings presented by elected representatives over holiday  and summer congressional recesses.  At-
tendees at these meetings could suggest cuts in retirees benefits.   District 13 representative, Vern 
Buchanan had a meeting at Lakewood Ranch  on May 22.  Senators LeMieux and Nelson had none 
scheduled.  The phone to reach Senate and House  offices in Washington, D.C. is 1 -866-220-0044. 
 
President Obama's commission on Fiscal Responsibility  has begun to conduct hearings about debt re-
duction.    Targets are Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid.  Federal Civil Service retirement   is 
fully funded and actuarially sound and should not be affected.   However , NARFE President, Margaret 
Baptist has suggested we be vigilant in protecting our benefits.   She has asked for contributions to 
the political action group, NARFE -PAC, which has been successful  in past years. 
 
Mary Hofstra has just joined the NARFE Chapter 717 Executive Board as our new Legislative Officer.  
Her willingness to volunteer for such a vital position is very much appreciated.  Please welcome her!  

Legislative  
Officer  

 
Mary Hofstra  

Legislative Report  

NARFE Legislative Hotline.  
 
Learn whatôs up with Congress and our bene-
fits at the NARFE Legislative Hotline. It is a 
recording made Fridays when Congress is in 
session. The number is 1-877-217-8234.  The 
Hotline is also available on the Internet at 
www.narfe.org and click on the Legislative 
Hotline. 
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Convention Highlights  
 

The Annual NARFE Florida Federation Convention was held at the Hil-
ton Inn, Altamonte Springs, FL on May 4 thru 6, 2010.  The convention 
was called to order by President Wally Roepke. The keynote address 
was given by NARFE National President Margaret Baptiste who also 
conducted the swearing in ceremony for the newly elected officers.  

  
Two Federation Bylaw Amendments were 
approved. The first was a change to the 
Federation name which was approved as 
amended. The second was to update the 
Bylaws to depict the full roster of ap-
pointed committee chairs ð Approved.   
The convention voted to remain at the 
Altamonte Springs location for the years 2012 and 2013. We are already under 
contract for the year 2011.  Sandy Walker of Chapter 717 had an entry in the 
Hobby Show that won Best of Division and First Prize.    

 

Chapter 717 Delegates, Diana 
Leatham, Sandy Walker and Terry 
Greenwood 

The following persons were elected to the  
positions indicated:  
 
President ð Kenneth Carter 
Executive Vice-president ð Robert Shaw 
Vice-president ð Jane Lemley 
Secretary ð  William Leatham  
Treasurer ð Ruth Blackwell  
District 8 Vice -president - Sylvia Ventura 

Federation Officers and Dis-
trict Vice Presidents  

Taking  the Oath of Office  Transferring the Gavel  

  Memorial Day Celebration  
 

On May 28th, several Chapter 717 
members attended the flag retire-
ment ceremony at Venice Memorial 
Gardens.  They also helped to place 
flags on the graves of fallen veterans 

interred at the cemetery .  


