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Safeguarding and improving your earned rights and benefits. 

mous consent, and the bill remains 
mired in the Finance Committee. 
 

This bill affects those of us who did 
not have enough Social Security 
coverage to qualify for a monthly 
Social Security benefit.  While this 
may not represent all of us, it is 
still a concern to all of us. 
 

I am urging you to write to Senator Coburn, urging 
him to reconsider and allow the bill to get to the 
Senate floor for a straight up/down vote. 

Here is some suggested language: 

“I urge you to bring to the Senate floor and pass 
H.R. 3631, the Medicare Premium Fairness Act, a 
bill that would protect all beneficiaries, including 
federal annuitants, from an increase in their 2010 
Medicare Part B premium increase.  The House of 
Representatives already approved the bill on Sep-
tember 24, 2009 in an overwhelming vote of 406‑-
18 (Roll no. 737). 

I am not going to reiterate the very valid reasons 
why this bill should pass.  You already know them. 

I cannot understand why you objected to unani-
mous consent in committee.  I always thought you 
were a fair-minded person.  Help me understand.  
Why do you object to this class of citizens being 
treated differently than the majority of citizens?  
How can I defend this action to the members of 
my NARFE Chapter? 

Please respect me for not sending the canned 
NARFE language by responding with a thoughtful 
reply, rather than the language already canned to 
respond to this issue.” 

I urge you to make this letter your own, modify it 
as you see fit, and email it using Senator Coburn’s 
web site, which is: 

 http://coburn.senate.gov/public/ 
 

   - President John Burton 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S 
DESK 

 
President John Burton 

More on Our Anniversary 
 

Venice Main Street posted a sign on the town’s mar-
quee (at the top of W. Venice Ave.) marking Febru-
ary 12 as NARFE Day In Venice. 
 

We submitted to Retirement Life, the NARFE National 
magazine, pictures of the sign with me standing next 
to it.  It appears they plan to publish it, because they 
asked for follow-up material.  So be on the lookout 
for it in upcoming issues of Retirement Life. 
 

  

Medicare Premium Fairness 
 

As of this writing, the Medicare Premium Fair-
ness Act is stuck in the Senate Finance Commit-
tee.  Chairman Baucus asked for unanimous con-
sent to move the bill to the Senate floor, but 
Senator Tom Coburn (OK) objected to unani-

http://coburn.senate.gov/public/
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CHAPTER OFFICERS: 

 

Chapter Elected Officers 

 

President, John Burton                                            525-4264 

 Email:  johnburton@comcast.net 

1st Vice-President, Bill Leatham                            480-9382 

 Email:  secretary@narfefl.net 

2nd Vice-President, Jean Marie Burton          412-8543 

 Email:  johnburton@comcast.net 

Secretary, Carolyn Bach                         445-4536  

 Email:  carolyn.bach@comcast.net 

Treasurer, Elizabeth Banta                                      493-0854 

 Email:  lizbanta@aol.com 
 

Appointed Officers 

 

Alzheimerôs, Lou Spataro                                       484-1441 

  Email:  louspataro@yahoo.com                                                      

Chaplain, Linda Braswell            

Historian, Don Jahnke           486-0970 

 Email:  drjahnke@comcast.net 

Legislative Officer, VACANT 

Membership, Bette Gore                       497-4479 

 Email:  bettegore@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor, Carolyn Bach               445-4536 

              Email:  news@narfe717.org          

Public Relations, Dorothy Behm           493-3998 

 Email:  fastdottieb1@yahoo.com 

Recruitment and Retention, Don Jahnke           486-0970        

 Email: drjahnke@comcast.net 

Senior Advisors, 

   Roy Reichelt              408-8822 

  Email:  rreichelt@aol.com 

   Lou Spataro             484-1441 

 Email:  louspataro@yahoo.com 

   Steve Shoub             473-7395 

 Email:  sshoub@verizon.net  

Service Officer, Paul Caron           475-9435 

 Email:  dd-970@verizon.net 

Sunshine, Lillian Karmel                                         475-1340 

 Email:  charlil@verizon.net 

Tel.  Meal Coordinator, Maria Petrola            244-0915                                 

 Email:  mariadeh@comcast.net 

 Ways and Means, VACANT 

NARFE Net Coordinator, Bill Leatham                  480-9382

 Email:  secretary@narfefl.net 

Webmaster, Nancy Marik                    485-5458 

  Email:  webmaster@narfe717.org 

 

 

WEB ADDRESSES: 

Chapter – www.narfe717.org 

Florida Federation – www.narfefl.net/ 

National – www.narfe.org 

WWW.HORIZONBAY.COM 

Phone: (941) 488-7737 

Ewing 
      FUNERAL HOME 

  
GEORGE B. KALBFLEISH            140 E. Venice Ave        

Licensed Funeral Director                 Venice, FL 34285 

 
 

www.villageontheisle.com 

mailto:SECRETARY@NARFEFL.NET
mailto:SECRETARY@NARFEFL.NET
http://www.horizonbay.com/
http://www.villageontheisle.com/
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Please call me, Lillian Karmel, at 941-475-1340 or 
email me at charlil@verizon.net with any news con-
cerning ailing members. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcing! 
 

For NARFE Members & Spouses Only 
 

Exclusive Prices On Premium Hearing Aids 
 
 

941-244-2922 
Limited time offer Call for appointment now! 

 

        Hearing Clinic of Venice Inc .ò                    
Dr. Richard Tibbils, Au.D.  

 
 

SUNSHINE 
REPORT 

 

by 
Lillian Karmel 

 

Kudos to the volunteers and Officers of the 

Chapter who are working so professionally to 

keep the Chapter strong and provide the ser-

vices you expect! 

 

Chapter 717  March General Meeting 
Thursday, March 18, 2010 

 

Dr. Ki Hassler is the Speaker for the March 
luncheon meeting. 
 
She completed her internal medicine internship 
and residency, and her fellowship training in 
Cardiology at Suncoast Hospital and Bay Pines 
Medical Center. 
She moved to Venice with her husband, Greg 
Hassler, Jr., a local dentist who advertises in 
our bulletin, in January of 2007 and joined 
South County Heart Center, where she is Chief 
of Medicine at Venice Regional 
Medical Center, and Physician Liai-
son to their Congestive Heart Fail-
ure committee. 

 

Mark Your Calendars!   
April 15--Annual Auction Start clean-
ing out those closets and donate items 
for the auction. See details on page 5. 
 
May 20----Dr. Richard Tibbils, AU.D.--YOU AND YOUR 

HEARING 
 

June 17--Kimalee Rowley--Community Relations Coor-

dinator--TIDEWELL HOSPICE 

Chapter 717 Annual Picnic 
Thursday, March 25, 2010 

 
On March 25th the chapter will 
have its annual picnic at Lemon 

Bay Pavilion starting at 11 
AM.  It is our hope to get a big 
attendance for this great event, 

because it is a lot of fun with great food.  The 
chapter provides the ham and rolls and drinks 
and the attendees bring delicious pot luck items 
to share.  Hope to see you there.  Please call 
the food coordinator, Liz Banta at 493-0854 with 
information on your pot luck item to share. 

Claire thanks everyone for the cards and support she has 
received from her fellow Chapter members.  She enjoys 
magazines and other reading material.  Her spirits are 
great and with persuasion from John, has already agreed to 
do favors for our next Holiday party!  If you would like to 
send a card or visit Claire,  her address is:  

Sunset Lake Rehab 
832 Sunset Lake Blvd. 

Venice, FL 34292 
Claire Zoldak—Room 214-B 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 

Effective date of change _________________ 
 

Name: _______________________________ 

Member Id (if known): _________________  

Email:_______________________________ 
 

Chapter Area Address  

Phone Number:  _______________________ 

Street/Apt: ___________________________                   

City, State, Zip: _______________________  
 

Check here  ______  if you change your local ad-

dress/phone each year you return.  If so you will 

need to send in your new address/phone each new sea-

son. 
 

Alternate (Away) Address   

Phone Number:  _______________________ 

Start with Month:   ____________   Thru 

End Month:  __________________________  

Street/Apt: ___________________________                     

City, State, Zip: _______________________ 
 

 
Tear out the completed form and mail it to: 
 Membership, NARFE Chapter 717 
 P.O. Box 2203 
 Venice, FL  34284-2203     

 

Have address/phone/email 

changes? 
Contact me,  your Membership 

Chair. Bette Gore, Phone:  
941-497 -4479 or  

Email:  bettegore@aol.com  
or complete and mail form 
provided below.  

Greetings from your Membership Chairper-
son    Please remember to let me know of any 

changes to mailing address, telephone, or email 
address so you never miss our Chapter news. 

All members are responsible for membership 

growth. Bring a retired or current federal employee to 

a meeting or give them an application for member-

ship. Remember, only you can keep NARFE and 

Chapter 717 strong. If you need an application form, 

contact any officer.  The Chapter is still offering a free 

Chapter luncheon to any member who sponsors a 

new member.  The conditions are that the sponsored 

person join the Chapter and pay the dues. 

REMINDERS 
 

Meal Reservation:  When you are called about meet-
ing meal reservations, please make a reservation 
ONLY IF YOU ARE SURE you will be attending the 
meeting.  If you have an emergency please call Maria 
Petrola at 941-244-0915 to cancel up to the day of 
meeting. 
 
On-line NARFE Info:   www.fedemployees.org is a 
link to a new NARFE Headquarters site advertise-
ment.  You may direct potential new members to 
this site for more information about NARFE and how 
they can join!  Check out this site for on-line infor-
mation. 
 
E-Mail & Phone Number  The Chapter’s health de-
pends on our ability to communicate with all of our 
members.  For this reason, we ask that you provide 
us with your e-mail address and telephone num-
ber.  You can send this information to: 
  

NARFE Chapter 717 
PO 2203 

Venice, FL  34284 
  
Or you can e-mail to: johnburton@comcast.net   
 
Federal Times has joined with NARFE to extend a 
Special Discount Offer to NARFE members. Support 
NARFE by subscribing to Federal Times for 52 weekly 
issues. In addition to a great rate, Federal Times will 
remit $5 of every subscription to NARFE! Call 1-800-
368-5718. 
 

 

NARFE  Membership Doesnõt Costé 

It Pays!  

mailto:bettegore@aol.com?subject=Membership%20Info
http://www.fedemployees.org
mailto:johnburton@comcast.net
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NARFE MEMBERS ARE LEADERS IN FUNDING ALZHEIMER DISEASE RESEARCH                                                     
         - By Linda L. Braswell 
 
Our organization of National Active and Retired Federal Employees is celebrating another milestone in 
2010---the 25ôth anniversary of the partnership between NARFE and the Alzheimerôs Association to support 
research into Alzheimerôs disease. NARFE members have contributed money since 1985, mostly through 
small personal donations, to support research into the cause, prevention and treatment of Alzheimerôs dis-
ease and related disorders.  As of November 30, 2009, your contributions totaled $8,376,269, -----100% of 
which goes to Alzheimerôs research. 
 
 NARFE is the largest organizational contributor to research for this disease, and some of the most impor-
tant Alzheimerôs disease discoveries have issued from NARFE-supported research. The NARFE-
Alzheimerôs National Committee Chairman Barb L. Pretzer reported in the December 2009 issue of our 
NARFE magazine that two exciting research studies completed early in this decade, which promote some 
breakthroughs in Alzheimerôs research, were NARFE-sponsored projects.   The featured speaker on Alz-
heimerôs disease research at the NARFE 2004 National Convention in Reno, Nevada told me after his pres-
entation that NARFE funding was vital to the work that he and his team were doing, as the really huge re-
search grants were available only to giant institutions like NIH.  As this dedicated scientist spoke excitedly 
of his teamôs progress in their work, I experienced  such a feeling of tremendous pride in the altruism and 
generosity of individual NARFE members and Chapters who have given their time, talents and money 
through individual donations and fundraisers to support research projects like those of this very grateful re-
searcher. 
 
  A goal of reaching the $9 Million dollar mark in donations for 
Alzheimerôs research funds has been set by NARFE headquar-
ters for 2011, and NARFE Chapter 717 can help to reach that 
goal.  Your Executive Board voted to split the proceeds of our 
Annual Auction, to be held at the April 15, 2010 meeting, be-
tween FEAA (Federal Employee Education and Assistance 
Fund) and the NARFE Alzheimerôs Research Fund.   In the 
past, proceeds of our Annual Auction remained with the Chap-
ter.  This year, the proceeds are being donated to charity.  With 
the help of your donated items and purchases at the Auction, 
Chapter 717 members can support these worthy charities.  Past 
President Lou Spataro is the Chair of our Chapter Alzheimerôs 
Fund Committee.  We can all be proud of the actions and ac-
complishments of NARFE members in their devotion to eradi-
cating this disease. 

NARFE Alzheimerôs Fund 
 

The official NARFE charity is Alz-

heimerôs funding for research, and to 

that end we push now for donations to 

the NARFE Alzheimerôs Fund. Since 

donations are tax deductible, please 

consider donating and get the tax 

benefit. Make your check out to 

ñNARFE Chapter 717ò and in the 

MEMO section write ñAlzheimerôs 

Fundò. Send your check to NARFE 

Chapter 717, P.O. Box 2203, Venice, 

FL 34284-2203. Thank you. 

SAVE YOUR TREASURES! 
 

The spring Auction will be held at our regular NARFE meeting at Pelican Pointe Golf & 
Country Club on April 15, 2010.  Please save your treasures and bring them on the DAY 
of the meeting at 11:00 a.m. so the committee can sort and allow time for members to 
preview our items.  DO NOT BRING YOUR TREASURES UNTIL THE DAY OF THE AUCTION.  
While awaiting the meal to start you can relax with a cup of coffee or social drink and 
get to know your fellow NARFE members.  Remember, this is a fund raiser for Alzheimer 
Research, and the Federal Employees Education and Assistance Fund (FEEA) so please be gen-
erous with donated items.  Invite a neighbor or guest.  For more information, please call Jean Marie Bur-
ton at 941-525-4264. 
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Help Wanted 
We have the following critical appointed committee position 
vacancies.   
 

Urgent ï we need you to volunteer! 
 

Legislative Chairperson ï Activities aim to help the Chapter support NARFEôs legislative initia-
tives. 
 
 Ways and Means ï Duties related to raising money for the chapter. 
 
 

Anyone interested in more information or volunteering should call President John Burton.  Isnôt it 
your turn to help out for a year?  Itôs only a few hours a month.  You can do it! 

 

NARFE CHARITIES FOR  NARFE MEMBERS 

     - By Bill Leatham 

Federal employees and retirees have their own charity, the Federal Employees Education and Assis-
tance Fund, FEEA. It was founded in 1986 by Federal employees to help Federal employees in times of 
need. It is most famous for its scholarships for victims of the Oklahoma City bombing. NARFE played a 
key role in helping fund scholarships for the 200 children of federal employees who lost parents in this 
bombing. 

NARFE National President Margaret Baptiste is a Board Member and NARFE is a sponsor-member of 
FEEA, joining FEEA in 1995 after the Murrah Federal Building bombing. 

FEEA administers two separate funds just for NARFE members. One is a scholarship program for the 
children/grandchildren of NARFE members. This fund, established in 1998, provided $60,000 in schol-
arships to 60 students in 2009. 

The other is a disaster relief program established in 1996 that provides $500 in emergency grants to 
help NARFE members victimized by natural disasters. This money provides instant cash until insur-
ance, etc., kicks in. This fund provided $320,000 to 468 NARFE members following Hurricane Katrina. 
The two key requirements are that the applicant be a NARFE member in good standing and be the vic-
tim of a declared natural disaster. 

This is truly a situation where charity begins at home. This is our charity, totally funded by us, run by us, 
and limited to NARFE members (or children/grandchildren of NARFE members). 

You can make donations to either or both funds with a credit card by visiting feea.org, or you can do-
nate by check: 
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E-Mail Addresses  
 
Over the last several weeks, I have 
sent an email to each of you for whom 
I have an email address.  I asked you to 
respond, so I would know I had the cor-
rect address.  Most of you have re-
sponded, and I thank you. 
 
If any of you have an email address, but did not get an 
email from me, it is because I am not aware of your ad-
dress.  If you are willing to be added to my email list, 
please send me an email to johnburton@comcast.net. 
 
I will use the list only to give you information about NARFE 
that may benefit you. 
 
Please feel free to email me at any time with any concerns 
or suggestions you have regarding the life of the Chapter. 

        

 - President John Burton 

A Certificate of Apprecia-
tion is given to guest 
speaker Patrick Hanna by 
Jean Marie Burton 

Terry Greenwood, past Public Rela-
tions Officer  receives Recognition  
Service Award 

Steve Shoub selling raffle tickets 
for the Florida Federation of 
Chapters Conference in May.  
Raffle Prize: $1,000.    

President John Burton picks 
a door prize winning ticket!  

 

 

mailto:johnburton@comcast.net
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This is a question that none of us wants to think about, yet one that we know some of us will in-
evitably have to face.  And, at the time of perhaps the greatest sorrow in our lives, several tasks 
will have to be dealt with in a short span of time. 

Most often here in Florida, family or friends arrive from out of town to help with necessary arrangements.  By getting 
our affairs in order and preparing in advance, we can make this grievous time a lot easier. Save the following infor-
mation and file it along with your important papers.  Tell those who may handle your affairs where these papers are 
located. 

Three Steps to Take Immediately After the Death of an Annuitant 

1. Notify OPM of the death by calling Washington, DC (1-888-767-6738) or Boyers, PA (724-794-5216). When you call either of these 
numbers, be prepared to provide the name, address, social security number, CSA or CFS number, date of birth, and date of death 
of the deceased. 

2. Notify the bank.  Make arrangements for the bank to return any annuity and/or social security checks received after the date of 
the annuitant’s death.  If a check comes to the home, write, “deceased” on the envelope and deposit it unopened in a mailbox. 

 3. Obtain several certified copies of the death certificate (you will need many copies at least 8 or more, depending on your situa-
tion).  A certified death certificate must be enclosed with the applications for survivor annuity and insurance benefits. 

Other important things to be done: 

1. Notify Social Security.  The nationwide toll-free number is 1-800-772-1213. 

2. If the annuitant was a Veteran, make claim to the VA Office.  Phone: 1-800-827-1000. 

3. If annuitant was retired from a Military Service, notify that Service of the death. 

4. Take annuitant’s original will (not a copy) to the Clerk of the Court. 

5. Notify life insurance companies with which the annuitant held a policy—other than the Federal Employee Government Life Insur-
ance (FEGLI).  When you notify OPM of the death, you will receive a form to claim insurance under the FEGLI. 

6. Call the local agent of the insurance company carrying insurance on your home, automobile, or other valuables. 

7. Go to the Office of “Taxes, Tags, and Titles” and reregister your auto (take a copy of the death certificate and marriage li-
cense). 

8. Apply for widow/widower exemption at the property appraiser’s office. 

9. If you have a mortgage, auto loan, or other payments, notify each payment center. 

10. Notify any organization in which the annuitant was a member; for example, Elks, American Legion, Moose, etc. 

Finally, call your Chapter Service Officer if you need help filling out papers or if you have any questions.  

          -Paul F. Caron, Service Officer 

 

Support our Advertisers! 
 

We extend our continued appreciation to our sponsors.   
NARFE Chapter 717 members are encouraged to consider 
their services for themselves, family and friends.  Or, inves-
tigate possible volunteer opportunities within these organi-
zations.   

What should I do if suddenly faced 
with the death of my spouse?  

SERVICE REPORT 
 

Paul  Caron  

Sponsoring New Members 
 
The Chapter is still offering a free Chapter luncheon to any 
member who sponsors a new member.  The conditions are 
that the sponsored person join the Chapter and pay the 
dues. 
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Reminder:  2009 Government Retiree Tax Credit 

      - By Steve Shoub 
 

If you did not receive a $250.00  Economic Recovery Payment during 2009, you should file IRS Schedule M 
(1040A or 1040) 2009 to get your Government Retiree Tax Credit.  Schedule M is titled ñMaking Work Pay 
and Government Retiree Credits.ò  This credit may give you a refund even if you do not owe tax.  You should 
contact an accountant or the IRS for specific information concerning your eligibility for and this tax credit and 
instructions for completing the IRS form Schedule M. 

NARFE Legislative Hotline.  
 
Learn whatôs up with Congress and our benefits 
at the NARFE Legislative Hotline. It is a re-
cording made Fridays when Congress is in ses-
sion. The number is 1-877-217-8234.  The Hot-
line is also available on the Internet at 
www.narfe.org and click on the Legislative Hot-
line. 

“Live Oak Tree”  -  1 Year Old 
 

This tree was dedicated on February 12, 2009 to commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary of NARFE Chapter 717.  It stands 
proudly in Centennial Park in Venice. 
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CHAPTER MEETING 
 

      The March meeting of the Englewood/Venice Chapter 717 

will be held on Thursday, March 18, 2010.  Our March 

speaker will be Dr. Ki Hassler, Chief of Medicine at Venice 

Regional Medical Center. She will speak about heart health. The 

luncheon will be held at the Pelican Pointe Golf & Country 

Club.  Reservations are required.  The Social hour begins at 

11:30 am followed by a sit-down luncheon beginning  at noon.  

A Cash bar is available. 
 

 

All current and retired federal employees, spouses, and guests 

 are welcome. 
 

Make checks payable: NARFE Chapter 717 

 

MENU 

Garden salad 

Choice of Corn Beef and Cabbage  or   

Corvina Florentine (White Fish ) 

 Vegetables 

Rolls and Butter 

Dessert 

Coffee, Decaf and Iced Tea 

Cost, including tax and tip is $15.00 

MEETING LOCATION 
Directions: 

From I-75: Take exit 193.  At the traffic light off exit, 

turn South onto Jacaranda Blvd.  Continue to 3rd traffic 

light and turn right on to Center Road.  Go approximately 

1 1/2 miles and turn right  into the entrance to Pelican 

Pointe (Horse and Chaise Blvd.)  

 

Alt1:From Highway 41 (Tamiami Trail), turn east on 

Center Road.  Proceed approximately 1 1/2 miles and turn 

left into the entrance to Pelican Pointe (Horse and Chaise 

Blvd) 

 

If using GPS or a map service, use 625 Center Rd, 

Venice, Florida 

 
Tell the guard at the gate that you are attending the 

NARFE luncheon.  Park in the lot to the right. 

Pelican Pointe  
Golf Country Club  

 
499 Derbyshire Dr., Venice, FL 
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